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printed some five-and-twenty in quarto, eschewing
as a rule smaller forms, though now and again we
find a Home, or a Manipulus Curatorum, or a Book
of Good Manners for Children in eights or twelves.*
Students oi our older literature owe him gratitude
for having preserved in their later forms many old
romances, and also a few plays, and he published
every class of book, including many educational
works, for which a ready sale was assured.     The
majority of these hooks were illustrated, if only with
a cut on the title-page of a schoolmaster with a
birch-rod, or a knight on horseback who did duty
for many heroes in succession.    When the illus-
trations were more profuse, they were too often pro-
duced from worn blocks, purchased from French
publishers, or rudely copied from French originals,
and used again and again without a thought as to
their relevance to the text,   A similar carelessness
is often found in his composition and presswork.

There was no originality about Wynkyn de
Worde's devices, of which he used no fewer than
sixteen different varieties, The most familiar, as
it was the earliest of these, was Caxton's, and next
to this must be placed what is usually described as
the Sagittarius device. There were two forms of
this, a square and an oblong. It consisted of three
divisions, the upper paxt containing the sun, two

1 It is rather remarkable that of the eight books dated 1534 six are
in octavo. Readers of the works of Erasmus, Colet, and Uly seem to
have shown a preference for this form, which is used most freauentlv
for the works of these friendly autb--                               frequently